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Comparison between Program Evaluation and Scientific Research
Program evaluation is a structure comprising of data assortment, analysis, and the usage of the information to provide answers to problems relating to projects, programs, and policies. It offers various ways to understand and improve the general conditions within a given community. On the other hand, scientific research refers to systems of investigating theories, principles, laws, and hypotheses relating to science based on experimentation. 
Program evaluation and scientific research share several similarities. First, both evaluation and research involve systematic investigations to provide answers. In both cases, answers to what is not known are provided. Credible and useful evidence-based information facilitates timely solutions and recommendations for decision-making processes within an organization (Levin-Rozalis, 2003). Secondly, scientific research and program evaluation share research methods and techniques such as data collection, analysis, interpretation, and presentation. Through these techniques, both evaluation and research are value-adding processes that contribute greatly to the learning outcomes and knowledge enhancement. 
Despite the similarities above, program evaluation is different from scientific research in the following ways. First, the major aim of the research is to produce innovative facts within a specific area of study to facilitate generalizations of findings. In contrast, evaluation puts its focus on improving a particular set of program/problem at hand. Second, program evaluation aims at improving rather than proving (Stufflebeam, 2007) through Examination of all pieces required in successful program activities and outcomes. Scientific research, on the contrary, strives to establish facts relating to a given theory or environmental phenomenon. Last but not least, in scientific research, data collection, analysis, and presentation are done to draw sensible conclusions in relation to empirical data (Scriven, 2003). In program evaluation, data is collected and examined concerning set standards to determine the worth of a given program. 
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